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Edward Rydoell  

Aboriginal Water and Wastewater Association of Ontario  

AWWAO would like to congratulate Edward Rydoell who was awarded with 
the Paul Strohack Northern Operator of the Year Award.  The award was     
presented by Steve Caldwell on March 26, 2014 at the 19th Annual AGM and 
Training  Conference Banquet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Niagara Falls,   
Ontario. 

Paul Strohack Northern Operator of the Year  

May 2014 



ABOUT US 

The Aboriginal Water & Wastewater Association of Ontario is an information source for water 
environment and Operator training and certification issues and technology.  AWWAOõs 
members include professionals from Ontario First Nations, Environmental Health Officers, 
Tribal Councils, Municipal Suppliers and some Government Agencies. 

AWWAO is dedicated to the transfer of information and concepts regarding all areas of the 
water environment.  As members of the American Water Works Association (AWWA), the 
Ontario Water Works Association (OWWA), the Water Environment Federation (WEF) and 
the Water Environment Association of Ontario (WEAO), we provide an invaluable network 
for those involved in water and wastewater industry.  AWWAO, through a partnering 
agreement with Keewaytinook Okimakanak and Health Canada co-operates and liaises with the 
above noted associations, and all provincial and federal government agencies.  AWWAO has a 
volunteer seat on many of the various associationõs committees. 

AWWAO offers its members the opportunity to: 

S Be updated and informed about issues that affect the water environment. 

S Interact with persons in various fields of water expertise. 

S Promote concerns of the membership through a collective voice. 

S Exchange information and ideas to other members, the public and Chiefs and Council. 

To date, the AWWAO consistently rank the training and certification of Plant Operators as its 
top priority.  The attainment of Certification is widely recognized as essential to performing a 
good job, at a high level, in the water and wastewater treatment plant operations, and an 
indicator of a responsible and contributing community member. 

MEMBERSHIP  

$100.00 Membership Fee for First Nations Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant Operators 
per operator.  This Membership entitles the Operator(s) to the AWWAO Newsletter, monthly 
bulletin, Annual Report and the Annual General Assembly and Training Conference cost 
reimbursement, if applicable. 

$200.00 Membership Fee for Non-Operator, Public Works Management, Administration and 
Management of a First Nation or Non-First Nation. This Membership entitles the Member to 
the AWWAO Newsletter, monthly bulletins, Annual Report and invitation to the Annual 
General Assembly and Training Conference. 

Please Print 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

First Nation/Business: __________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________ Fax: ___________________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________ 

VISION 
Our Vision is to be the Association that best 
understands and satisfies the training, 
education, certification and licensing needs of 
Operators of Ontario First Nations.  Our 
dedication to supporting Operators touches 
not only health, but safety, spirit and 
empowerment é most of all knowledge. 

OBJECTIVES 

S To act as a voice and forum for First Nation 
Plant Operators in Ontario, publish a 
newsletter, promote communications and 
networking among Plant Operators and 
other persons interested in AWWAOôs 
objectives; 

S Promote the importance of a safe and 
potable water supply and the highest 
standard of wastewater operations; 

S Promote the development and delivery of 
continuing education and training programs 
for Plant Operators and others involved in 
water and wastewater treatment; 

S Promote the importance of technical 
training in maintaining and upgrading the 
Operatorôs knowledge of proper water and 
wastewater operation and maintenance 
requirements; 

S Promote the importance of involving  
qualified Operatorôs in the design, 
construction or upgrading of water and 
wastewater treatment plants; 

S Promote the importance of proper training, 
certification and licensing of Operators; 

S Promote the importance of enhanced lab 
testing of potable water and monitoring of 
wastewater effluents; and 

S Promote the importance of establishing an 
effective Operations & Maintenance 
Management Plan to ensure proper care is 
performed for the assets. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We are a member oriented, non-profit 
Association, providing province-wide and year
-round high-quality services and an annual 
forum for the First Nations Water and 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operators, 
allowing for networking opportunities at the 
same time.  We are committed to providing 
high quality information on the water and 
wastewater industry through the quarterly 
newsletter.  We are dedicated to promoting, 
preserving and protecting the water, natural 
resources and environment through the 
education, training and networking of the 
Ontario First Nations Water and Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Operators. 

The Aboriginal Water and Wastewater Association of Ontarioôs newsletter 
is published quarterly by the AWWAO at 41C Duke Street, Box 340, 
Dryden, Ontario P8N 2Z1 
Tel: (807) 735-1381 ext. 1660 
E-mail:  info@awwao.org 
 
Advertising opportunities and/or submission or request of information, 
please contact the Association Coordinator. 

The meaning of the AWWAO logo as described by the artist: 

Treeñrepresents Mother Earth 

Sunñbrings Life to our Environment 

Eagleñwatches over the Environment 

Skyñensures the Cycle of Water 
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Edward Rydoell has worked for Seine River First Nation Water Treatment Plant for 9 years.  Edward has 

recently  acquired his Class III Water Treatment License. The water treatment plant is a Level II surface 

water plant and the wastewater system consists of a lift-station, low pressure system (grinder pumps) and a      

lagoon.  

Edwardôs duties include overseeing all equipment needed for water treatment and personnel. With his      

determination and hard work, Edward became the Overall Responsible Operator for the whole system and 

has always gone above and beyond his job duties.   

On career day in the community, Edward sets up a table for his lab equipment and shows community  

members how the water is tested for ensuring potable drinking water.  He explains to individuals  how the 

water plant is run and why testing the water is so important. Edward is always willing to share his 

knowledge and enjoys educating others. He is committed to working hard to satisfy the needs and          

concerns of the water treatment plant.   

Edward enjoys fishing with his sisters, nieces and family.  He attends church and enjoys singing gospel    

music. He loves his pets, he has 3 wonderful cats and 3 wonderful dogs.  Edward looks forward to working 

for Seine River First Nation for many years to come. 

The WATERDRUM  

Seine River Standpipe 

Seine River Water Treatment Plant 

Edward Rydoell 
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AWWAO MEMBERSHIP  

AWWAO Memberships expires each year and must be renewed no later than the start of 
the fiscal year or by the second Monday in April as per the AWWAO By-Law               
NO. 1, Section 7.3. Association membership is mandatory for those operators wishing to 
attend the Annual General Assembly and Training Conference.  In 2014 AWWAO has 
seen new faces and welcomed new members, both Regular and Associate to the            
Association. 

Total Regular Membership 2014: 75 

Total Associate Membership 2014: 6 

19th Annual Conference Registration  

2012/13 
Conference 
Attendance: 

 
 
88 
 
 

2013/14 
Conference  
Attendance: 

 
87 

 

The 19th Annual Conference saw a total of 87 people in attendance. There was a total of 
97 registrations, 1 cancellation prior to the event 9 registrants could not make it to the 
event. 

Breakdown of Registrations: 

 

First Nation Operators:50 

Board of Directors: 7 

Trainers: 9 

Speakers: 4 

Others: 17 


