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& Did You Know?
There are still long-term drinking
water advisories in First Nations
communities across Canada.

certified operators are key to

systems.

Ongoing investment, training, and

ensuring safe and reliable water

Closing the Gap: First Nations Water in 2026
A look at progress, challenges, and the path forward.

Progress continues, but the need for safe, reliable water in First Nations
communities remains as critical as ever.

As we move into June, important conversations continue across the country
about the future of water in First Nations communities.

While progress has been made in recent years, challenges remain. According to
Indigenous Services Canada, long-term drinking water advisories are still in effect
in a number of First Nations communities.

For the most up-to-date information, visit:
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1506514143353/1533317130660

This highlights the ongoing need for strong infrastructure, consistent operator
training, and sustained investment—particularly in Ontario, where many
communities continue to face persistent water challenges.

At the national level, First Nations leadership continues to advocate for stronger
protections, including federal legislation that would support enforceable water
standards and First Nations-led governance.

At the same time, new federal funding commitments are being introduced to
support water and wastewater infrastructure projects across the country. These
investments are essential to addressing infrastructure gaps, preventing future
advisories, and ensuring long-term sustainability.

As these developments unfold, one thing remains clear: certified, trained
operators are at the heart of safe and reliable water systems. The work being
done in communities every day is essential to protecting public health and
strengthening water systems for future generations.

¢’ Additional Resources

-Long-term advisories: https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1614387410146/1614387435325
-Short-term advisories: https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1562856509704/1562856530304
-Government update: https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-
canada/news/2026/03/statement-on-world-water-day-2026--water-and-gender.html

— O Water Insight ———

“Behind every safe water system is
a dedicated operator making it possible.”
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